national workshop entitled "Use of Vaccines in Agriculture" sponsored by the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development and the Commonwealth Scientific Industrial Research Organisation of Australia. The workshop had as its purpose the discussion of new immunologic approaches to many problems of animal production.
The book is divided into seven parts dealing with the following topics: general commercial and political considerations in vaccine development, a review of the immune system, manipulation of reproduction by vaccines, control of growth and metabolism by immunization, immunization as a means of sterilizing pest animals and of protecting livestock against plant toxins, vaccines against pathogens, including endoparasites and ectoparasites, and a summary of various issues relating to vaccine applications. Each part consists of one to five chapters; each chapter is the work of a single author or group of authors. Most chapters contain an abstract, an introduction, various sections presenting scientific or reference material, a conclusion section that identifies important areas for future research, and references.
As is the case in most edited monographs, the chapters vary considerably in subject matter, length, extent of detail, and approach. There are three general but up-to-date chapters on the immune system (immunologic effector mechanisms in ruminants, the major histocompatibility complex system of vertebrates, and cytokines and regulation of the immune response). Most of the chapters present summaries of current research in fairly specific areas such as effects of immunization against insulin-like growth factors, functional modulation of /3-adrenergic receptors by specific ligands and antibodies, and vaccination against low-molecular-weight natural toxicants. Most chapters are Comprehensive and well referenced, and many have extensive tables and figures. Unlike many collections ofthis type, the book has a useful index. This is not really a book about pathology, so it would be of very limited value to most university or industry pathologists. It would, however, be of considerable interest to veterinary pathologists actually involved in the development or testing of animal vaccines. 
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The editors have done a commendable job of revising Thomson's Special Veterinary Pathology. The second edition contains 14 chapters with descriptions of diseases and associated lesions of domestic animals presented by systems in the same basic format as in the first edition. True to Dr. R. G. Thornson's original intent, Special Veterinary Pathology will be of greatest value to undergraduate veterinary students for use as either a primary or reference textbook. The book is sufficiently comprehensive that pathology graduate students and residents also will find it useful as a reference book, as will veterinary practitioners who maintain a personal library.
Some chapters have been shortened and others lengthened to give more balance to the presentation of subject matter. The letter font is slightly larger than in the first edition and paragraphs have been widened, making reading easier. Students will appreciate the brief review of anatomy and response to injury that has been added at the beginning of chapters. One of the major improvements in the second edition is the enhanced quality of the numerous photographs in each chapter. Many photographs are presented at higher magnification than in the first edition, the contrast of most has been enhanced, arrows and letters have been added, and a standardized legend format has been used. For most chapters, information on the pathogenesis of selected diseases has been updated, descriptions of new diseases added, and current references added to suggested reading lists. However, in a few chapters, changes from the first edition are primarily editorial, and references are generally the same as those given in the first edition. Glossaries are provided at the end of two chapters, but unfortunately are missing in other chapters. Diagrams and tables have been used effectively in some chapters and more are needed in other chapters.
Even though numerous veterinary texts have been published in recent years, the choices of pathology books suitable for use in teaching systemic pathology to undergraduate veterinary students remains limited. The Pathology of Domestic Animals by Jubb, Kennedy, and Palmer is too comprehensive and expensive for most veterinary students and the fifth edition of Veterinary Pathology by Jones and Hunt is outdated. The second edition of Thornson's Special Veterinary Pathology provides a sufficiently comprehensive text at a reasonable cost to be a worthwhile purchase for most veterinary students. What is truly needed in veterinary medicine is one book that includes general and systemic veterinary pathology presented in a contemporary, focused manner, using a format similar to that used in some medical textbooks, such as Robbins Pathologic Basis of Disease. Perhaps in the future, Thornson's General Veterinary Pathology and Special Veterinary Pathology can be combined into a single book that can be used for teaching all aspects of pathology to undergraduate veterinary students. 
